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u BORN TWICE? 

 THE KEEL OF THE CUSK 

WAS LAID NOT ONCE, BUT 

TWICE AT ELECTRIC BOAT IN 

NEW LONDON ................. 2 

u FIRST CAPTAIN 

 CDR PAUL SUMMERS WAS-

NôT JUST THE CUSKôS FIRST 

CAPTAIN, BUT HE MADE SEV-

ERAL WAR PATROLS AS CAP-

TAIN OF THE POMPANITO AS 

WELL ............................ 3 

u THE FLYING MISSILE 

JUST A FEW YEARS AFTER 

HER HISTORIC FIRST LAUNCH, 

HOLLYWOOD MAKES A MOVIE 

ABOUT THE CUSK  ........... 4 Standish times NEWSL ETTER OF THE UN I TED STATES SHI P CUSK  

SS-348         SSG-348         AGSS-348 

The USS Cusk was the worldôs first missile submarine and her historic first launch 

was on February 12, 1947.  That day she became the forerunner of todayôs fleet 

ballistic and cruise missile launching submarines.  During the Cuskôs 24 years of 

service, she was not only a key player in the U.S. Navyôs submarine missile devel-

opment program including the Regulus, but she served often in the Korean, Vi-

etnam and Cold Wars, and she was only one of four submarines to ever receive 

the ñVietnam Commendation for Meritorious Gallantryò award.  The Cusk was also 

renown for having finished every mission assigned 100%. 

2012 Cusk Reunion Set 
for Shelton, Washington 
¢he next Cusk Reunion will be held dur-

ing the first or second week of Septem-

ber in 2012.  We will be staying in the 
Little Creek Resort and Casino.  Their 

website at www.little -creek.com .  

This is a huge and beautiful resort with 

a variety of rooms, restaurants and 

numerous types of entertainment.  
Shelton is located in northwest Wash-

ington just 37 miles from the Bremer-
ton Navy yard and 82 miles from Seat-

tle.  More information coming soon.   

Sea StoriesðLife aboard the Cusk 
Whatôs the difference between a sea story and a fairy tale? 
A fairy tale starts with, ñOnce upon a timeéò, and a sea story always starts with, òThis is no sh&%...ò 

O. R. I. 
By Norm Carkeek, USS Cusk 1949 - 1951 

      Preparing for an Operational Readiness 
Inspection is a tedious endeavor.  The boat is 
cleaned from stem to stern, then cleaned again.  
Each operational procedure is rigidly practiced, time 
after time.  Every function on  a submarine is looked 
at under a microscope, and overseen by the captain  
and executive officer.  Then each junior officer relays 
commands to the various chiefs.  Each chief in his 

area of responsibilities grinds the crewmen under his 
supervision until every job, every procedure and 
every function of running a submarine is carried out 
flawlessly by the crew members. 

 The Cusk was ready for this ORI in early 
1949.  Taking on fuel was our last major chore.  
Saturday morning we moved from the nest, and 
docked at Ballast Point, the Navy Fuel Depot in San 
Diego harbor. 

                                                        Continued on page 6   
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An interesting bit of infor-

mation was discovered 

through Covers about the 

Cusk.  ñCoversò are dated 

postcards about historical Na-

val events that have a picture 

of the ship and the event that 

took place.  Two covers were 

found about the laying of the 

Cuskôs keel which appear to 

confirm that it was actually 

laid twice, once in the south 

yard of Electric Boat in New 

London, Connecticut, and then again seven months later in the ñNorth 

Yardò.  To date, no documentation has been found to confirm this, but 

the covers appear to be accurate. 

Born Twice? 

     ¢ƘǊŜŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ  ǿƻƳŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦΦΦ 
     ¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Ƴŀƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ  ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ¦ǘŀƘΦ  IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŘŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ŘŀȅΣ ƘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
Ǉǳǘ ŀǿŀȅΦ 
     ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƴŀƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΦ  IŜ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ 
ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΣ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜǧŜǊΦ  
.ȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŘŀȅΣ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΦ 
     ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ Ƴŀƴ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀ ƎƛǊƭ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ  IŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǳǎŜ ŎƭŜŀƴŜŘΣ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ǿŀǎƘŜŘΣ ƭŀǿƴ ƳƻǿŜŘΣ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ǿŀǎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǘ 
ƳŜŀƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƭΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴπ
ȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Řŀȅ ƘŜ  ŘƛŘƴϥǘ ǎŜŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŘŀȅΣ 
ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƘŀŘ ƎƻƴŜ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 
ƭŜƊ ŜȅŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀƭŜŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŬȄ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀ ǎŀƴŘπ
ǿƛŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘǿŀǎƘŜǊΦ  IŜ ǎǝƭƭ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǇŜŜǎΦ 

     Two elderly ladies were sitting on the 

front porch in Merritt Island, doing 

nothing.   One lady turns and asks, òDo 

you still get horny?ó   

     The other replies, "Oh sure I do."   

     The first old lady asks, "What do you 

do about it?"   

     The second old lady replies, "I suck a 

lifesaver."  

     After a few moments of silence, the first 

old lady asks, òWho drives you to the 

beachó?  

 In Lafayette, 
Boudreaux  suddenly quit drinking, 
took a bath, quit chasing women, 
quit his poker games and stopped 
laying around.  

     He started cutting  the grass 
around  the church, even painted it 
and was faithful to  be first to 
attend on Sundays!      

     Father Thibodeaux asked him 
what about dis wonderful change 
that had done overtook him.       

     Boudreaux explained, "I heard 
"Crisis in the Gulf " ......   and .....   if 
Heõs dat close,  I wanna to be good 
to  go!  

A little humor... 
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HEALTH NEWS 
How to tell if someone is having a stroke and what to do - the ñFASTò method 
1. Check for numbness or weakness in the face (the F in FAST ) by asking the 

person to smile. If one side of the face droops or the person can't smile, it may 
mean stroke. Strokes cause weakness or numbness to the face. The numbness 
or weakness is usually limited to one side of the face. 

2. Look for muscle weakness. Ask the person to raise both arms (the A in FAST ). If one arm drifts down or 
can't be raised, it may mean stroke. Strokes cause muscle weakness or numbness in the arms or legs, usually 
limited to one side. The person may also have trouble walking or keeping balance. 
3. Ask the person to repeat a simple sentence. If the speech ( the S in FAST ) is slurred or hard to under-
stand, or the person has trouble remembering the words to repeat, it may mean stroke. Strokes cause sud-
den difficulty with speech and comprehension, as well as dizziness and confusion. 
4. Get help immediately if you or someone else experience any of the signs of stroke. Call 911 or get the 
person to a hospital. Tell emergency medical personnel you're dealing with a possible stroke, so they can 
start proper treatment right away. Time ( the T in FAST ) is the most important factor in helping someone 
survive a stroke or limit its effects.  

     Fresh off of three war patrols as Captain of the 
USS Pampanito (SS-383), Commander Summers 
assumed command as the Cuskôs first skipper on 
February 4, 1946. In addition to being a World War 
II veteran submarine commander, he was a 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy and was married to Jane Rose Summers.  They 
had two sons, Paul and John.    
     As an example of some of Captain Summers exploits during World War II, the 

following is an excerpt from the book, ñThe Bravest Manò by William Tuohy.  He 

writes as follows: 

     ñIn a poignant encounter in 

September, a wolf pack with Pampanito (Commander 

Paul E. Summers commanding), Growler (Commander 

Ben Oakley), and Sealion II (Commander Eli Reich) 

attacked a convoy of ships loaded with valuable oil and 

raw rubber.  The group included Rakuyo Maru and 

Kachidoki Maru, which were sunk.  Unknown to the U. 

S. Skippers, the ships also carried some 2,000 British and Australian prisoners-of-war, who were crammed in 

the holds and were being shifted to Japan.  Many had been forced to 

build the infamous ñBridge on the River Kwaiò in Thailand.  Four days 

later, moving through the area, Pampanito spotted survivors and 

picked up seventy-three men.  Pampanito called in three other boats 

to assist in the rescue.  Sealion picked up fifty-four men, Queenfish 

(Commander Charles Elliot Laughlin) rescued eighteen, and Barb 

(Commander Eugene Fluckey) took aboard fourteen men.  The 

Japanese picked up more than 1,000 Allied POWs.  The rest were lost. 

The survivors were elated at being saved and finding themselves free 

men again.  They even volunteered to enlist in the U.S. Navy and 

serve in submarines.ò 

     Commander Summers remained in command of the Cusk until 1947.  During his time in the Navy he 

received the Navy Cross, the Navy and Marine Corp medals, and the Bronze Star.  Commander Summers 

departed on Eternal Patrol on August 28, 1993. 

/ǳǎƪ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴǎ 
/5w tŀǳƭ 9 {ǳƳƳŜǊǎ 
CƛǊǎǘ /h ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ǳǎƪ 

The Rakuyo Maru 

Rescuing the prisoners 

CDR Paul E. Summers 

http://www.ehow.com/how_2050850_tell-someone-has-had-stroke.html##
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ïTheçFlyingçMissileðçïTheçFlyingçMissileðç--ççtheçtheç
CuskçgoesçHollywood!CuskçgoesçHollywood!  

 Following the Cuskôs  historical launch in 
1947, ñ...Her early endeavors in the guided missile 
were adopted by Hollywood for the theme of 
filmlandôs 
spectacular, 
ñThe Flying 
Missile,ò 
starring 
Glenn Fordò. 
 Thus 
wrote the 
author of an 
article about 
the Cusk in a 
Hawaiian 
newspaper in 
the early 
1960s.  The Cusk had just entered the Pearl Harbor 
Shipyard for an overhaul.  That same article 
mentioned a documentary about missile launching 

from the Cusk 
that was recorded 
at the Naval Air 
Missile Test 
Center, Point 
Mugu, California 
in 1950.  This 
documentary was 
later broadcast 
on ABCôs ñTime 
for Defenseò 

program. 
 ñThe Flying Missileò is an interesting movie 
about a renegade Navy submarine captain who is 
determined to prove that missiles can be effectively 
launched from submarines.  Based on historical fact 
of the Cuskôs accomplishments, the movie portrays 
the installation of the Cusk's missile and launch ramp 
as having been secretly built without the U. S Navy's 
knowledge or support.  (Obviously, that wasnôt 
factual, but it 
made for a better 
script.) 
 While 
secretly building 
and testing his 
missile launcher  
on his 
submarine, a 
tragic accident 
occurs and some 

of Commander Talbotôs men are injured and killed.  
Consequently, the guilt-ridden captain is stricken with 
hysterical paralysis rendering him unable to walk 
without the 
support of braces 
and 
crutches.  But 
then, the missile 
launch is a 
success (seems 
the Navy knew 
about it all along) 
and Commander 
Talbot forces 
himself to ñget 
back in the 
saddleò as he 
struggles to climb back aboard his submarine, 
throwing off his braces and crutches for a miraculous 
recovery.  He is lauded a hero by his crew, a new 
successful weapons system has been launched, and 
he drives off into the sunset with his girl, Swedish 
born actress Viveca Lindfors.  
 The "Flying Missile" uses actual film footage 
from some of the Cusk's early missile launches, as 
well as 
actual 
footage of 
launches 
from the 
USS 
Tunny (SS
-282) and 
the USS 
Carbonero 
(SS-

337).  These missile launches took place off-shore of 
the Point Mugu, California test site where the Cusk 
also made her famous first launch. 

Yes, I know, these are not the Cuskôs 
plane controls.  Itôs a movie, okay? 


